
Our Approach to English

English is taught for a minimum of one hour per day through a core text. Other English activities, such as individual and group reading, extended writing, spelling and handwriting activities are also taught in addition to this. In general, English lessons will involve a mixture whole class teaching (shared text, word/sentence learning) and independent group learning, as well as a plenary session (reviewing, consolidating teaching points). 

Children are encouraged to take reading books home, each child is also given a Reading Diary which is taken home along with their reading book, in order to monitor the child’s progress. It is expected that any books taken home are properly cared for and a charge will be made for any lost or damaged books

Immersion activities
We believe that immersing children in a range of creative activities before reading and writing means that they are fully prepared, and excited, about the journey ahead of them. Through immersing a child within our core text, educational visits to relevant places and having visitors into school we aim to get the best from children in both their reading and writing.
 
Clear purpose
We aim to provide children with a clear purpose to all reading, and especially writing tasks. Whether it's an invitation to the headteacher to attend a class assembly, an email to an author or an article for a school newsletter, our children know why the quality of their writing matters: because there will be a real audience for their published work.
 
Meaningful planning
Where possible, learning in English is linked with our creative curriculum theme. Well in advance of starting a new theme, teachers collaborate and share their ideas for planning through a medium term planning sequence. Meaningful, creative activities are planned for, ensuring that all staff members know exactly what the children will be learning and why. This is structured through the application of SOLO Taxonomy to deepen children’s understanding of the skills and knowledge they are acquiring.
 
Focused on strategies
We ensure that specific reading strategies are modelled explicitly to the class; this provides children with a holistic bank of skills to draw upon. This could include scanning a text, making an inference, predicting or creating a mental image. Our teachers use 'think aloud' statements to model to the children how these skills are used, and how they can help them become better readers. These strategies are then shared as a class, and then assessed in follow up guided reading activities.
 
Inspirational learning environment
Not only do we aim to display the children's work creatively, but there is a range of learning prompts to inspire and support all pupils. We want to encourage our children to discover new texts, genres and authors.
 
Drama to engage and inspire
The use of drama is such a powerful tool and staff use a range of techniques to promote the exploration of characters, situations and historical events. This process expands the pupils' imaginations, and provides them with the ideas they need to give their writing that extra spark and flair.
 
Rigorous teaching of spelling and phonics
In Key Stage 1, RWI phonics is grouped homogenously, so all children can benefit from tailored teaching, making maximum progress as a result. All phonics and spelling activities are fun and multi-sensory the aim being to meet all learning styles in the class. In Key Stage 2, we try to make homework spelling lists as personalised to the child as possible to ensure that the spelling patterns stick in a meaningful way through the use of RWI Get Spelling.
 
Grammar concepts taught creatively
Children begin to understand grammar concepts, and start to apply them in their own writing, when they start to read with a writer's mind. Punctuation rules and techniques are drawn from shared texts; texts which the children have already been immersed in and have a good understanding of. Exploring these, and embedding them creatively is how the learning takes place.
 
Peer and self-assessment
With a clear marking key, success criteria and purpose in mind, children set about assessing either their own, or a partner's piece of writing. Modelled through the teacher's own formative marking, pupils know what the expectations are. They search for successful examples of the learning intention, articulating their responses to the work, checking the writing matches any targets and giving constructive feedback. Seeing the children learn in this way is hugely positive.

Our Approach to Reading 
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Here at Silverdale, we passionately believe that all children should learn to read before they read to learn. For that very reason early reading is taught through the delivery of ‘Read, Write Inc’ Phonics. 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is used by over a quarter of the UK’s primary schools. It is a comprehensive literacy programme, weaving decoding, comprehension, writing and spelling together seamlessly. Ruth Miskin developed the programme during her time as a headteacher in Tower Hamlets. She believes that in order for a school to be successful, every headteacher needs to adopt a consistent whole-school approach to teaching reading, writing and spelling. Fidelity to the teaching programme, rigorous assessment, tracking and one-to-one tutoring ensure that schools guarantee progress for every child.

Programme Progression:
Read Write Inc. Phonics is a complete literacy programme, for 4 to 7 year-olds learning to read and write and for 7 and 8 year-olds needing to catch up quickly. 

In Nursery, children learn the first 30 sounds in short daily sessions. 

In Reception all children:
· ​Read storybooks and non-fiction books closely matched to their developing phonic knowledge
· Take home Phonics storybooks to share
· Read with fluency and expression
· Learn to spell using known sounds
· Write confidently by practising what they want to write out loud first
· Work well with a partner.

By the end of Year 1 all children are accurate and speedy readers and ready to move onto our Accelerated Reader programme.

Fidelity to the teaching programme, rigorous assessment, tracking and tutoring ensures that the school guarantees progress for every child. One-to-one tutoring ensures that no children are left behind. Children have positive early experiences of learning to read - they are successful and progress quickly.

For information and tutorials on how to support your child learning to read go to: http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

Once your child has completed the RWI programme, they will be participating in the Accelerated Reader (AR™) program. This guide is designed to answer your questions about AR. If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or visit the Accelerated Reader website at http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/

What is Accelerated Reader (AR)? 
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At its heart, Accelerated Reader is simple.

A student reads a book, takes an online quiz, and gets immediate feedback. Students respond to regular feedback and are motivated to make progress with their reading skills.

AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent reading practice. Your child picks a book at his/her own level and reads it at his/her own pace. When finished, your child takes a short quiz on the computer - passing the quiz is an indication that your child has understood what has been read. AR gives both children and teachers feedback based on the quiz results which the teacher then uses to help the child set targets and ongoing reading practice. 

Children using AR have a free choice of the books they read, rather than having one assigned to them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they feel in control and can choose books that are interesting to them. 

Teachers will help your child choose books that are at an appropriate reading level. These will be challenging without being frustrating and will also be at a level at which your child can pass the quiz and experience success. 

If your child does not do well on the quiz, the teacher may assist him/her by: 
• Helping choose another book that is more appropriate 
• Asking more probing questions as your child reads and before he/she takes a quiz 
• Pairing your child with another pupil or even having the book read to your child. 

In most cases, children really enjoy taking the quizzes. Since they are reading books at their own reading and interest levels, they are likely to be successful. This is satisfying for most children. Best of all they learn and grow at their own pace.

According to Renaissance Learning’s research, children who read at least 20 minutes a day with a 90% comprehension rate on AR quizzes see the greatest gains. Therefore, your child should have at least 20 minutes set aside for reading during each school day. 

How can I help my child become a better reader? 

As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read at home. Create a culture of reading in your household by reading with your child, starting a home library, visiting your local library or bookshop on a regular basis and by letting your child see you reading. When reading with your child stop and ask questions to be sure your child comprehends what they have read and in general make a habit of discussing books that each of you has read. 

How does the school determine my child’s reading level? 

Teachers determine your child’s reading level in one of three ways: a STAR Reading™ test, a reading age estimation from a standardised test, or by using his/her best professional judgment based on his/her knowledge of your child. 

What is a STAR Reading test? 

STAR Reading is a computer based reading assessment program that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions continually adjust to your child’s responses. If the child’s response is correct, the difficulty level is increased. If the child cannot answer a question or answers incorrectly, the difficulty level is reduced. The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes approximately 10 minutes.

What is a Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)? 

In independent literature-based reading, ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a child without causing frustration or loss of motivation. Your child will receive a ZPD range after taking a STAR Reading test or teachers can use their best professional judgment to determine a ZPD. It is important for children to read with a high degree of comprehension and within his/her ZPD. ZPDs should be adjusted based on the needs and ability of your child. 

What are points? 

Every book that has an AR Reading Practice Quiz is given a points value. AR points are based on the difficulty of the book (ATOS readability level) and the length of the book (number of words). 

Children earn points on a pro rata basis depending on how well they do on the Reading Practice Quiz. For example, a pupil who takes a 5-question quiz on a book worth 1 point will earn 1 point for 5 correct answers (100%), 0.8 point for 4 correct answers (80%) and so on. A pupil who reads a book worth 5 points and takes a 10-question quiz will earn 5 points for 10 correct answers (100%) 4.5 points for 9 correct answers (90%), etc. A child needs to pass a quiz with a score of 60% or higher to earn points.

Our Approach to Spelling

[image: Read Write Inc. Spelling]Read Write Inc. Spelling embeds impressive skills in just 15 minutes a day, quickly and effectively filling the gaps in children’s knowledge. To keep children engaged, aliens introduce spelling rules on an exciting online spelling planet and children complete quick-fire activities in their spelling logs. Progress is accurately recorded using practice tests and teachers learn how to move children on quickly.

For more information on Read Write Inc. Spelling go to: https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/spelling/?region=international 
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